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SUBJECT: INDOCHINA REFUGEES 

FOLLOWING NYT ARTICLE BY DAVID A. ANDELMAN OFFERED 6/19 
DATELINED SONGKHLA: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

CAPTION QUOTE WE ARE STILL HAPPIER HERE, UNQUOTE SAYS A 
SAIGON REFUGEE WAITING IN THAI CAMP. END OF CAPTION. 

JUNE 18 - FIVE WEEKS AGO HOANG LIEN SAILED A TINY FISHING 
BOAT INTO THIS SCENIC PORT OF THE MALAY PENINSULA AFTER A 
10-DAY JOURNEY FROM SAIGON. 

HE WAS ONE OF ABOUT A THOUSAND VIETNAMESE REFUGEES WHO 
ESCAPED THAT WAY FROM VIETNAM ON THE DAY THE COMMUNISTS 
ROLLED INTO SAIGON, AND FOR SEVERAL DAYS THEREAFTER. BUT 
NOW HE IS ONE OF MORE THAN 300 WHO ARE STILL LEFTHERE- 
APPARENTLY FORGOTTEN BY NEARLY EVERYONE, THOUGH HIS WIFE, 
NGUYEN THI LIEN, AND THEIR FOUR CHILDREN ARE NOW REFUGEES 
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AT CAMP CHAFFEE, ARK. 
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IT IS PARTIALLY A CASE OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE FALLEN BETWEEN 
THE CRACKS, AMERICAN AND THAI OFFICIALS HERE ADMIT. SOME 
MOVED OFF-TO THE UNITED STATES, AND TO CAMBODIA (SIC) 

AND AUSTRALIA AS WELL. BUT NOW THE MOMENTUM IS LOST. 

THE THAIS DO NOT WANT THEM. THE THAIS DO NOT. TO KEEP 
THE FRIENDSHIP OF THEIR NEW COMMUNIST NEIGHBORS, WANT TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE THEY EXIST. AMERICAN OFFICIALS WHO SCREEN 
REFUGEES IN THAILAND REQUIRE MORE AND MORE FORMS TO BE 
FILLED OUT. AND UP THE COAST AND IN OTHER PARTS OF 
THAILAND. THERE ARE OTHERS JUST LIKE THOSE HERE-CAM- 
BODIANS AND VIETNAMESE ALIKE- WHO WAIT IN SIMILAR REFUGEE 
CAMPS FOR CASES TO BE DECIDED. 

MEANWHILE, HOANG LIEN AND HIS FELLOW REFUGEES LIVE HERE 
IN SQUALID OPEN HUTS, THE BAMBOO ROOFS ROTTING, THEIR 
SANITARY FACILITIES A COLLECTION OF RICKETY SHACKS 
SUSPENDED ON BAMBOO STAKES OVER THE HARBOR'S EDGE. 

QUOTE STILL HAPPIER HERE UNQUOTE 

WHEN IT RAINS, AS IT DOES INCREASINGLY THESE DAYS IN 
SOUTHERN THAILAND, AND THE WINDS BLOW, THE ROOFS LEAK 
AND AT TIMES THE ROOFS BLOW AWAY. 

QUOTE WE ARE STILL HAPPIER HERE THAN WE WERE IN SAIGON, 
UNQUOTE EXPLAINED A FELLOW REFUGEE, LE HAN VY, 43 YEARS 
OLD, WHO IS THE MAYOR OR LEADER OF THIS TINY REFUGEE 
COLONY. MR. VY WAS A LAWYER IN SAIGON AND HE SPEAKS 
EXCELLENT ENGLISH. HE WOULD LIKE, IF HE EVER GETS TO 
THE UNITED STATES, TO TAKE UP LAW THERE AND HELP 
VIETNAMESE WHO HAVE SETTLED THERE. HE BELIEVES THEY WILL 
NEED LAWYERS WHO CAN UNDERSTAND THEM. 

MR. VY SAID THE MEMBERS OF HIS GROUP COME TO SONGKHLA BY 
SMALL FISHING BOATS THEY HAD FOUND IN THE SAIGON RIVER, 
SAILING DOWN THE RIVER AND POINTING THEIR BOATS IN A 
WESTERLY DIRECTION. THEY HAD NO MAPS OR CHARTS. HE 
ADDED: 
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QUOTE WE JUST SAILED UNTIL WE HIT LAND. SOME OF US HIT 
SINGAPORE; OTHERS OF US DRIFTED TO MALAYSIA. WE HIT THE 
COAST NEAR PATTANI. UNQUOTE. 

THAI AUTHORITIES THEN ORDERED HIS GROUP TO SONGKHLA, WHERE 
A REFUGEE AREA HAD BEEN SET UP. 
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THIS AREA WAS A SMALL SECTION OF LAND ON THE HARBOR'S 
EDGE, FENCED OFF WITH METAL CROWD-CONTROL PICKET FENCES 
AND SURROUNDED NOW BY SOLDIERS OF THE ROYAL THAI ARMY WHO 
DISCOURAGE CONTACT WITH THE REFUGEES. 

THE REFUGEES HERE RECEIVE TWO SMALL MEALS OF RICE AND FISH 
OR MEAT EACH DAY AND MANY SAY THEY ARE FREQUENTLY HUNGRY. 

THERE HAS BEEN MAJOR DISEASE, HERE, BUT MINOR ILLNESSES, 

WHILE TREATED BY RED CROSS NURSES, FREQUENTLY GO UNCURED 
SINCE THERE ARE NO DRUGS AND THE REFUGEES HAVE NO MONEY 
TO BUY THEM. USUALLY, THEY ARE NOT ALLOWED TO GO TO THE 
MARKET OR TO THE MISSIONARY HOSPITAL IN TOWN. 

FOR SONGKHLA, THE REFUGEES ARE THE BIGGEST THING THAT HAS 
HAPPENED SINCE THE HOTEL ANNOUNCED ITS DECISION TO BUILD 
A NEW WING. FOR DAYS ON END, THE THOUSANDS OF TOWNS- 
PEOPLE FROM THE ENTIRE PROVINCE TURNED OUT TO STARE AND 
POINT AT THE VIETNAMESE. 

AN EMPLOYEE OF ONE AMERICAN OFFICIAL HERE ANNOUNCED ONE 
MORNING LAST WEEK THAT SHE COULD NOT COME TO WORK THAT 
AFTERNOON BECAUSE SHE HAD TO GO WATCH THE VIETNAMESE. 

NOW THE INTEREST HAS SLACKENED SOMEWHAT, BUT STILL THE 
SMALL OPEN-AIR TAXIS THAT DOUBLE AS BUSES HERE STOP 
REGULARLY AT THE REFUGEE CAMP NEAR THE TOWN DOCKS. 

CAPTION - REFUGEES STILL COMING - END OF CAPTION 

THE REFUGEES ARE STILL COMING TO SONGKHLA. TWO DAYS AGO 
TWO MORE FAMILIES, 10 PERSONS IN ALL ARRIVED IN TWO MORE 
SMALL BOATS. THEY HAD LEFT JUNE II, FOLLOWING THE SAME 
ROUTE AS THEIR PREDECESSORS. THEY SAID THEY HAD NOT 
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BEEN ABLE TO FIND ENOUGH TO EAT IN SAIGON. BUT THEY WERE 
VAGUE AS TO THE REASONS. 

QUOTE THEY ONLY GIVE RICE TO POOR PEOPLE, UNQUOTE MR VY 
SAID, TRANSLATING ONE OF THE REFUGEE’S REASONS FOR LEAVING. 
QUOTE NOT EVERYONE CAN GET RICE THERE. UNQUOTE 

MANY OF THOSE IN THE REFUGEE CAMP HERE HAVE RELATIVES 
ALREADY IN THE UNITED STATES WHO WERE EVACUATED BEFORE 
THE FALL OF SAIGON THROUGH GUAM OR THE PHILIPPINES IN 
THE REGULAR AMERICAN EVACUATION AIRLIFT. 

THAT IS HOW NGUYEN THI LIEN MANAGED TO GET OUT. HER 
HUSBAND. HOANG LIEN, WAS. HOWEVER, A MAJOR IN THE ARMY 
IN A UNIT ASSIGNED NORTH OF SAIGON AND COULD NOT GET AWAY 
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FROM HIS UNIT TO REACH HIS WIFE IN TIME FOR THE AMERICAN 
AIRLIFT. IN AN EFFORT TO JOIN HER. HE RESORTED TO THE 
FISHING BOAT. 

QUOTE I HAVE NO MONEY, NO WAY TO GO TO THE UNITED STATES. 

UNQUOTE MR. LIEN SAID. 

MR. VY BROKE IN. QUOTE WE WOULD DO ANYTHING ONCE WE WERE 
THERE, ANYTHING TO HELP OR TO WORK. I WOULD EVEN DIG IN. 

UNQUOTE. HE MOTIONED WITH HIS HANDS AS THOUGH DIGGING A 
TRENCH. QUOTE I AM STRONG, I WOULD WORK HARD, YES EVEN 
DOING THIS. UNQUOTE — END OF TEXT. KISSINGER 
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